
Title: Gospel-Centered Discipleship and Growth 

Passage: Ephesians 4:11-16 
 
Introduction: 
Trinity Church Ministry Vision: to bring glory to God by building up and equipping its members for 
living out the Gospel in every facet of life. (“Building it up; Living it out”) 
Series Overview: Gospel-Centered... 
Preaching and Teaching, Worship, Servant Leadership, Discipleship and Growth, 
Fellowship, Living, Evangelism and Mission 
 
Passage: Ephesians 4:11-16 
And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, to equip the 
saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the 
faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of 
the fullness of Christ, so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and 
carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. 
Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into 
Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, 
when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love. 
 
Introduction 
Possible Reference: September sermon series on Discipleship 
Present Culture’s Perception: people come to church as consumers 
Contrast with Truth: We are to be disciples and disciple-makers. 
Matthew 28:19 
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
- analogy: a tomato plant is supposed to produce/bear tomatoes.  
2 Timothy 2:1-2 
You then, my child, be strengthened by the grace that is in Christ Jesus, and what you have heard 
from me in the presence of many witnesses entrust to faithful men, who will be able to teach others 
also. 
Key Question: Are you growing? 
- If you are not growing, what keeps you from growing?   
 
Personal Testimonies: Laurie, Connor, Rachel 
Revelation 5:9 
And they sang a new song, saying, 
“Worthy are you to take the scroll 
and to open its seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God from every 
tribe and language and people and nation, 
- the Gospel is not just for you but for others as well. 
- there is a distinction between a believer in Christ and a follower of Christ. 
Philippians 1:6 
And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of 
Jesus Christ. 
 
Definition of Love: Unconditional choice to sacrificially serve another 
Definition of Disciplemaking: Helping others follow Jesus 
- like love, requires patience and perseverance  
Colossians 1:28 



Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all wisdom, that we may present 
everyone mature in Christ. 
Colossians 3:16 
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, 
singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 
 
Key Questions: Are we following Christ - you want to be like Christ?  Are we growing in knowing 
Christ and want others to be like Christ? 
Quote: Jonathan Edwards 
 
Christ wants you to grow in Him as done through discipleship.  Know the joy as you personally invest in and share 
with others. 

 


